
CFS Mission: 

• To create ideal academic platform for learners to accommodate themselves with the new atmosphere 

of university education and proceed with their studies successfully. 

• To contribute effectively to the achievement of UoB’s mission as a center of regional and international 

academic excellence. 

CFS Vision: 

  CFS aspires to be a center of excellence and distinguished source of knowledge where learners acquire 

basic skills and knowledge required to pursue their academic programs successfully. 

 Values 

• Integrity 

• Respect 

• Commitment 

• Diversity 

• Excellence 

 

 

GFP and General Objectives 

 

The General Foundation Program (GFP) at the University of Buraimi (UoB) is guided by the GFP 

Standards document developed by the Oman Academic Accreditation Authority. The document is taken 

as a major reference in the preparation and implementation of the program, taking into account the 

needs of the various academic programs the university offers in its different colleges. This document 

clarifies all academic aspects related to the four major components of the program. These are English 

language skills, IT and computation skills, Mathematics skills, and Study Skills. The document also 

outlines the general objectives for such a program, as shown below: 

• To provide learners with English language skills to actively participate and consequently finish 

their studies in the program successfully. 

• To provide learners with basic knowledge and skills in mathematics required for the successful 

completion of their major course. 

• To provide learners with a spectrum of study and character building development skills 

needed in their further education. 

• To enable learners to master basic IT skills needed to achieve progress in their post- 

foundation program courses. 

• To prepare learners to adapt themselves to the university environment and life. 

 

 Program Overview 

  The GFP at the UoB is offered by a dedicated unit. It is one of the CFS units and it takes the full 

responsibility of the provision of the program.  The GFP aims to prepare high school graduates who wish 

to proceed to tertiary level education in one of the universities in Oman. Moreover, the program is 



compulsory for all students unless exempted from any of the components of the program according to 

University policy, which includes presenting a recognized proof of mastery of the program objectives  

mentioned earlier. GFP students study a number of general foundation courses namely: English 

Language, Mathematics, Computing and Information Technology, and Study Skills (embedded within the 

English component). 

GFP Program Objectives 

PO1 Utilize foundation knowledge and skills to succeed in higher education. 

PO2 Demonstrate a high sense of personal responsibility, recognition of cultures and 

appreciation of   values. 

 

Placement Tests 

All students enrolled in the UoB (unless exempted based on the UoB exemption policy) need to sit for a 

placement test (PT) to determine their levels in the main components of the program.  These include an 

English PT, Mathematics PT, and Computing and Information Technology PT. 

 

Components 

Based on the placement test results, students are placed in one of the three successive levels in each of 

the program components mentioned above. Passing each level is a prerequisite for the following level. 

These are shown in the table below: 

 

    Course Placement test score (%) 

 1-49 50-74 75-89 90-100 

Level 1 courses Level 2 courses Level 3 courses  

English  FENG 001 FEN 002 FENG 003 Challenge Test 

IT FINT 001 FINT 002 FINT 003 

Math FMAT 001 FMAT 002 FMAT 003 

  

* A student who scores (%90) and above in the placement test in any of the three components is eligible to sit for a 

challenge test. A student who scores %65 and above in the challenge test is exempted from taking that component. 

 

The students who apply to study in College of Law shall be placed at foundation course for General 

Learning Skills, all students need to sit a placement test (PT) for Mathematics and Information 

Technology components. 

 

 



 

Exemption Policy 

The University follows an approved policy that outlines the conditions for exemption of admitted 

students from GFP courses. According to this policy, students  who provide proof of an IELTS band 5 and 

above or a TOEFL score of 500 and above (or their equivalent) are exempted from English language 

courses. The policy also exempts students from taking GFP IT courses  if they can provide any certificates 

showing successful completion of the topics covered in these courses. These include certificates such as 

IC3 or ICDL provided  that these certificates are issued by accredited institutions. However, the 

University maintains the right to conduct a placement test for further assurance of these awards. 

Students transferring from other higher educational institutions can also be exempted from any UoB 

GFP courses based on the equivalency of their GFP course records issued by their institutions.  This 

decision of exemption is taken in accordance with the University’s policy of course equivalency following 

the consideration of submitted course descriptions and transcripts. 

GFP Components 

The program consists of  the  following four  major components:  

• Three levels of English Language courses. 

• Three levels of Mathematics courses. 

• Three levels of Computer and Internet Technology. 

• Three levels of General Study Skills courses embedded within the English language courses. 

 

Duration of Study 

 

The program is offered over three successive semesters (based on the student’s results in the PT). The 

first and second semesters (fall and spring) run over a period of 14 weeks while the third (summer) lasts 

for 10 weeks. 

• Students can register in some first year college courses after successful completion of the GFP English 

language component.  Other unfinished   GFP  components   can be studied concurrently. 

• Students sponsored by the Ministry of Higher Education have to follow the terms and conditions of the 

scholarship regarding maximum GFP period of study in order to maintain the scholarship. 

• In all cases, GFP components consist of non-credit courses; they carry no weight in the Cumulative 

Grade Points Average (CGPA) of a graduate.  However, passing the GFP courses  is a prerequisite for 

joining College-level courses for all UoB students. 

 

 

 

 



Distribution of Teaching Hours. 

GFP courses  are taught according to a specific schedule that matches the expected outcomes of the 

courses. The following table shows the distribution of teaching hours in the program: 

 

3 Successive Semesters 
 

Levels 
Hours/week 

English & 
Study Skills 

Mathematics Information 
Technology 

Total No. 
hrs./wk. 

Level 1 20 3 2 25 

Level 2 20 3 2 25 

Level 3 20 3 2 25 

 

GFP Student Outcomes 

A1. Understand the techniques, points of view and practices employed in the presentation of 

information from various sources.  

A2. Demonstrate an understanding of general foundation skills   and concepts. 

B1. Use appropriate tools, techniques and resources in problem solving and the future endeavors. 

B2. Apply acquired knowledge in different learning contexts.  

C1. Evaluate the validity of arguments and the relevance of data and information. 

C2. Synthesize information to arrive at meaningful outputs. 

D1. Communicate effectively to a range of audience and settings. 

D2. Adapt to changing trends and technologies. 

 

Features of the Program  

• Interactive, student-centered teaching. 

• Conducive learning environment 

• Integrated, creative teaching methods. 

• Continuous, integrated  academic counselling to support learning. 

 

Course Description 

Following are brief descriptions of each course within the program which aims to give a clear 

understanding of the topics covered in these courses and the learning outcomes that the program 

management  seek to achieve among students.  These descriptions  are made available  to the students 

through the shared folders in SharePoint. Teaching staff members also review and discuss course 

descriptions with their students in the first  week of classes each semester. We recommend that 

students print and review copies of the relevant  Couse Descriptions for their level. 

 

 



Course 

Code 
Course Title 

Course Description 

FENG001 
Foundation  

English I 

This course will prepare students to use English as an academic 

language. The students will be exposed to all four-language skills (i.e. 

listening, speaking, reading and writing). By the end of the course, the 

students will acquire a basic control of the language, knowledge of 

the most necessary grammatical structures and lexical items. 

The Study Skills element of the course aims to benefit students with 

basic learning and transferable life skills. Students will be able to 

understand and use a monolingual dictionary and have a better 

understanding of multiple word meanings, build and develop 

vocabulary and understand them in context , be able to take notes 

using the Cornell method of  note-taking. Students will learn to plan 

and manage their time in order for them to meet educational 

deadlines. 

FINT001 
Information 

Technology I 

Computer Fundamentals 

This course aims at training students to get to know the basic 

knowledge on Information Technology as well as basic computing 

skills. The course will cover internal and external peripherals plus the 

software and hardware of a computer.  

Microsoft Word 

This application focuses on the elements of a well-organized 

document; formatting text and documents, and the ability to use 

word-processing tools to automate processes such as document 

review, security and collaboration. 

FMAT001 
Foundation 

Mathematics I 

This course is designed to develop mathematics competencies that 

are pre-requisite for studying Pre-Calculus credit course. It deals with 

algebraic expressions, equations and inequalities, basic functions, 

transformations of functions, operation of real numbers and angles. 

The course will improve their ability to select and to use appropriate 

approaches in solving problems that arise in everyday life. Thinking 

logically and reasoning critically in decision – making is emphasized. 

FINT 001L 

Foundation 

Information 

Technology I L 

Information Technology  

This course covers the main concepts & skills related to the 

Information Technology that contribute in developing & enhancing 

office work and promote the principles and skills in the basic art of 

dealing with the computer and its peripherals and related 

applications.   



Course 

Code 
Course Title 

Course Description 

Word Processing (MS Word)  

This course covers basic processes and skills in creating and editing 

documents in their various forms, adding the required formats and 

covering part of the work with the tables. 

 Presentation Software (MS PowerPoint)  

The key skills involved in creating a presentation were attractive to 

the recipient and the required message will delivered smoothly.  

Spreadsheet (MS Excel)  

It covers the basic skills for simple calculations and the choice of the 

most appropriate chart for data analysis to meet the analyst's desire.  

FMAT001L 
Foundation 

Mathematics for IL 

This course is designed to develop mathematics competencies that 

are pre-requisite for studying law. It deals with real numbers and it 

properties, ability to solve (linear and quadratic) equations, matrix 

,slope and basic concepts of statistics and probability. The course will 

improve their ability to select and to use appropriate approaches in 

solving problems that arise in everyday life. 

FINS 001L 

Foundation 

General Learning 

Skills IL 

This course aims to develop the learning, thinking and research skills 

of law students in the foundation year, and enable them to apply 

those skills in their university and work life. Moreover, it is designed 

to enable them to learn about self-management strategies, methods 

of managing and organizing time, apply different methods of note 

taking and basic thinking skills such as critical, creative, active, 

cooperative and thinking. The students will be trained to apply the 

skills of writing scientific research according to the principles of 

research writing. 

FENG002 
Foundation 

 English II 

This course is designed to develop strategies for critical thinking, 

reading and writing. The objective is to raise the level of students’ 

comprehension in reading by increasing their vocabulary and 

improving their proficiency in writing short essays. All four skills (i.e. 

listening, speaking, reading and writing) are given equal importance.  

The Study Skills element of the course aims to equip students with 

the independent study skills they need to be successful post-

secondary students. These skills are in the areas of time management 

and responsibility; research skills; note-taking and presentations. 



Course 

Code 
Course Title 

Course Description 

FINT002 
Information 

Technology II 

MS PowerPoint (Presentation)  

This domain focuses on the major features of PowerPoint and aims at 

creating plain and simple presentations i.e. not overloaded with text 

and colors, thus putting the content in the foreground. 

MS Excel (Spreadsheet)   

This domain focuses on how to build and use a spreadsheet 

efficiently. Among other valuable skills, students will learn how to 

sort and manipulate data using formulas and functions, create simple 

but effective charts, and draw conclusions based on tabular data and 

charts. 

FMAT002 
Foundation 

Mathematics II 

This course is designed to develop mathematics competencies that 

are pre-requisite for studying a pre-calculus credit course. It deals 

with functions, their operations and graphs transformation. This 

specific course also helps students to understand trigonometric and 

use the fundamental trigonometric identities in various problems.  

FENG003 
Foundation  

English III 

This course exposes students to use English for everyday purposes 

related to work, education and social life. It provides students with an 

opportunity to combine both meaning and effectiveness of learning 

in an authentic environment. This approach broadens their horizon 

making them personalize the target language.  

The Study Skills element of the course aims to help students improve 

their learning effectiveness, attitudes and impetus. It covers learning 

strategies and techniques that lead to successful lifelong learning 

practices while emphasizing effective textbook reading, lecture note 

taking, time management, critical thinking, preparing for test and 

improving retention for wider application 

FINT003 
Information 

Technology III 

Microsoft Access (Database) 

This course introduces database design and creation using MS Access. 

The emphasis is on database concepts and creation of simple tables, 

queries, forms, and reports. Upon completion, students should be 

able to design and implement database structures by creating simple 

database tables, queries, forms, and reports. 

FMAT003A 
Foundation 

Mathematics IIIA 

The Applied Mathematics course is designed to bridge the gap in 

mathematical skills between secondary school and higher education 

in Business specialization. This specific course helps students to learn 

basic concepts on statistics and probability and how to solve 



Course 

Code 
Course Title 

Course Description 

quadratic equation. Students also learn how to solve a system of 

inequalities, logarithmic and exponential functions and their graphs. 

FMAT003P 
Foundation 

Mathematics IIIP 

The Pure Mathematics course is designed to bridge the gap in 

mathematical skills between secondary school and higher education. 

This specific course prepares students who are going for engineering 

and health science oriented specializations. It enables students to 

understand and analyze quadratic equation and logarithmic, 

exponential function and their graph. Students also develop the 

understanding circle and trigonometric function and its concepts.  

 

Assessment and Grade Distribution 

Teaching staff members use a variety of metrics, evaluation tools  and  continuous assessments,   (both  

Formative and Summative) to measure the achievement of course objectives and modules and to 

acquire the knowledge and skills required to achieve the required outcomes for each course. In General, 

the student's  final grade in each course is determined by combining three main evaluations: Course 

Work Mark %20, Midterm  Exam Mark %30 and Final Exam Mark %50. The minimum grade required  to 

successfully complete every course of the Foundation Program is %65. 

Appeals Policy 

UoB has an official and implemented grades appeal policy where the student can appeal  about their 

assessment results and grades, in case they believe that these are not fair to their performance. We 

hereby encourage you to familiarize yourself with this policy by reading relevant documents issues by 

concerned entities (Student Affairs, Admission and Registration) in order know the steps of this process. 

Academic support Services & Facilities 

 

At the beginning of each semester, the Centre of Foundation Studies organizes a detailed and 

comprehensive program tailored to  new students enrolled in  the Foundation Program. The aim of this 

program is to introduce students to all academic and administrative  aspects of the program, which 

raises awareness of what they are expected to achieve in the program and the objectives for each 

component of the program. 

Each student is assigned  an academic  advisor in the Foundation Program. Academic advisors follow  the 

academic progress  of their assigned students  and assist him/her to overcome any difficulties that they 

may face during their studies in the program. Therefore, we urge students to get acquainted with their 

academic advisors during the first week of study in the UOB. 

 

 



Challenged Student Support 

The CFS has a formal and elaborate procedure especially prepared  to identify challenged  (weak) 

students in the Foundation  program so  as  to  provide much needed academic support to help 

overcome this situation and also to raise the level of their academic performance. Under this procedure,  

the challenged  students are identified early during the semester in cooperation with the instructors of 

courses and academic advisors. Then, those students are informed and encouraged to attend remedial 

classes two weeks before the Midterm and Final exam. Therefore, the students receive individual 

attention from instructors to help them improve their performance. The whole process is carried out 

according to specific times, carefully measured steps and approved forms prepared for this purpose. 

Besides the interest in helping and supporting challenged (weak) students,  The CFS department pays 

equal attention to outstanding students. In this sense, the Centre organizes a ceremony at the end of 

every semester to honor the top three students who obtained the highest scores in each of the 

Foundation components and at all levels of the program. In addition,  those students are awarded  

certificates in recognition of their efforts in achieving excellence and to encourage them to be  role 

models for their colleagues. 

Office Hours 

Every instructor of the faculty devotes certain hours outside their teaching schedules to meet their 

students in their offices to answer questions related to the course. It is also an opportunity for forming a 

more informal relationship between the faculty member and her/his students. This allows the 

instructors to  identify the difficulties the students may encounter during their studies. It is also an 

opportunity for the students to express what difficulties they might have or to ask for more explanations  

and information about any topic of the course. These hours are announced within the timetable  of each 

faculty member. We encourage students to take advantage of this opportunity and visit their instructors 

in their offices during office hours to discuss course related issues. 

Textbooks and Study Materials 

The University offers textbooks to all students, along with electronic  programs designed to support the 

curriculum of the program and to enhance teaching  and cognitive skills. The program team and the 

members of the teaching staff also provide all study material assistance as well as supplemental 

materials via different media, such as handouts or digital files in SharePoint. The library of the university 

provides  students with reference  books and sources related to the program 

The Al Buraimi University Portal provides access to email, a calendar, administrative services, classroom 

tools and other information through a single user name and password. To access the portal, you can use 

any major Internet browser; just go to http://uob.edu.om and sign in with your ID and password. 

The University  offers an e-mail account to all students, faculty and staff. This account can be accessed 

via email or through the portal. The University email account is a means of  official communication  

between the University,  the students and staff. Therefore, for the effective use of this facility, we 

recommend checking your university email daily to see all information related to your studies. 

SharePoint  

http://uob.edu.om/


The SharePoint  file system offers students  and teaching staff a folder to exchange and transfer 

information, such as  course descriptions, study plans, policies. Students can access the lecturer's  files 

on SharePoint using the ID number and password assigned to them through the website of the 

university. 

E-Learning Platform 

E-Learning at UOB includes using a Learning Management System (LMS) to not only facilitate teaching 

and learning virtually but also organize blended learning opportunities with a view to enhancing study, 

transferable and innate skills. UOB currently uses MOODLE (which is a course centered LMS) as its 

Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) where instructors and students engage actively inside and outside 

the campus alike. 

 On Moodle, instructors upload course material, give tests or quizzes.  Instructors and students 

communicate and collaborate using Forums. 

 

There are several computer  labs around the campus. Students can use these laboratories to  perform 

their studies. Students can also bring their own devices  to connect to the wireless University Network 

(Wi-Fi) for the same purpose. 

SIS  is an effective information system which enables students, faculty and staff  online access to  course 

registration, add and drop, timetables, course scores, attendance records and electronic 

accommodation booking for  female students. 

 


